RIGHT HONOURABLE GENTLEMEN
ourselves and in the second, delivered at the end of
the first day, he explained that he had omitted Russia
because she was partly European and partly Asiatic.
At the end of the second day he spoke in the vein
both of the Prime Minister of Great Britain and of the
leader of a political party well able to bring discom-
fiture to the Opposition. He is a first-class debater
and he cannot always prevent a smile illuminating his
lineaments as he sees his blows going home. He is
able to make opponents afraid of him. He taunted
the Opposition for their faith in " Collective Security55
and then denied that the League as then constituted
could afford protection to small weak nations. He
publicly declared that, while at the last election he
believed that the League might still afford Collective
Security, he believed it no longer. In this context he
called the Labour Party "the worst kind of diehards."
It seemed as though Eden's departure meant to
Chamberlain a welcome occasion for outspokenness.
Now what Chamberlain did after March 1939 may
not have been solemnized before the high altar at
Geneva. But every country on the West and East of
Europe which entered the Peace Front and to whom
Chamberlain gave a guarantee was a State Member
of the League; and fifteen months5 experience was
enough to make Chamberlain spend a great deal of
trouble, when trying to protect the independence of
States against violent interference, in his efforts to
attract the support of the "partly Asiatic" Russians.
Chamberlain's intellectual recreations are slightly
old-fashioned but attractive and respectable. He reads
Shakespeare for refreshment and enjoys hearing and
playing Beethoven. No doubt he is fully familiar with
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